THE VALUE OF HINDSIGHT

ne of the unfortunate side effects of high-speed filling
technology is the high cost of downtime. Just half an
hour of downtime at the Miller Brewing Company
Trenton, OH brewery, for example, equates to a 60,000-can
deficit in daily production. It's no wonder that
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ity to detect problems that cannot be seen by the naked eye
is its recording speed in excess of 2,000 frames-per-second.
The mobile system uses a full-duplex continuous buffer so
that up to six hours of footage can be recorded and reviewed
simultaneously. All of these features were a factor in Miller's
decision to purchase the machine over its competitors. “We

equipment packaging specialists, like Don
Stevens at the Miller Trenton facility, work to
minimize downtime whenever possible.

Fortunately for Stevens, he and his crew
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liked the 20/20 Hindsight because it is easy to set

up, has the best record time and good picture clar-

ity,” Stevens recalls. BW
www.monitoringtech.com

have a new tool in place designed to help
minimize the downtime associated with
investigating, diagnosing and rectifying
line problems. The 9.5-million-barrel Trenton
facility recently acquired Monitoring
Technology Corporation’s 20120 Hindsight
gigE high-speed camera system.

Their one problem was dented cans
coming off of one of the lines; to avoid
can damage the line had to be slowed
from 2,000 to 1,800 cans per minute
(cpm), an expensive loss of four truck-
loads of beer every eight-hour shift,
according to Stevens. Without the ben-
efit of the camera system, Stevens says
his team would have had to follow a
can down the line using trial and error
to make adjustments to the machine in
hopes of solving the problem.

Within 15 minutes of having the 20/20
Hindsight camera on the line, however,
Stevens was able to identify a faulty
conveyor bearing that was causing the
conveyor to jump and cause excessive
can movement. With the problem pin-
pointed, it could be fixed quickly and
the 20/20 Hindsight was used to verify
the effectiveness of the repair.

One key to the 20/20 Hindsight's abil-

Thanks to MTC, Miller Brewing
Company equipment packaging spe-
cialist Don Stevens can call up an
instant replay on equipment glitches.

When it comes to making plastic bot-
tles KRONES has quite a few PET ideas.
If you want high precision, top perform-
ance and qualitative excellence for your
stretch blow mold operation, KRONES is
your perfect partner. Because produc-
ing plastic bottles is one of our PET
proficiencies. Check out KRONES high
efficiency Contiform S / H blow molder.

For more information
on KRONES, go to
www.krones.com
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